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Media, Culture & Gender

Today we will look at and discuss 
representations of masculinity 
and femininity in media and 
culture.

Image source: http://communicationtheory.org/gender-and-media/



What is Mass Media?

Mass Media includes:

 Television

 Radio

 Newspapers

 Internet

 Magazines

 Advertising
Image Source:

http://transformation.cer.uz/2012/12/12-things-to-know-development-of-the-mass-media-in-uzbekistan/



What is Social Media?

Social Media includes:

 Facebook

 WhatsApp

 YouTube

 Twitter

 Instagram

 WordPress

 LinkedIn
Image source: http://www.playbuzz.com/jaylam10/which-social-media-fits-your-personality



What is Culture?

Definition of culture from Merriam-Webster:

 the beliefs, customs, arts, etc., of a particular 
society, group, place, or time

 a particular society that has its own beliefs, ways 
of life, art, etc.

 a way of thinking, behaving, or working that exists 
in a place or organization

 (source: http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/culture)

Image source: http://caribbeanculturalconference.com/



Who has culture? Where does it exist?

Culture exists in:

 Families

 Neighbourhoods

 Cities

 Countries

 Sports teams an leagues

 Churches

 NGOs

 Businesses

 Genders

 Racial groups

 The Internet

 And more….



What is Gender?

 Gender is a social construct often indicating 
degrees of masculinity and femininity. 

 Expressions and identities of gender do not 
always fit into the societal norms associated with 
biological sex characteristics (i.e., genitals, 
breasts, body shape).

Image source: http://rplp.rice.edu/Content.aspx?id=4294967523



Gender Boxes Activity

♂♀
woman man



Difficult to fit into only one box

Synonyms provided by Thesaurus.com

♂♀
feminine masculine

Many women have masculine traits and many men have feminine traits and that is OKAY.

Be who you are.

docility brave



Not Everyone Fits into a Box

Image sources: https://twitter.com/eddieizzard http://www.mtv.com/artists/sinead-oconnor/ https://twitter.com/BoyGeorge  https://twitter.com/Miss_GraceJones https://twitter.com/ConchitaWurst



False Images of Women in the Media

 There is a difference between reality and images you see in the media.

Image source: http://www.viralhunger.com/10-amazing-photoshop-edits-from-the-media/



Jennifer Hudson

Quotes source: http://www.ew.com/article/2012/01/09/jennifer-hudson-photoshop    Image source: https://azbodymagic.wordpress.com/2012/05/09/young-girls-and-self-esteem-photoshop-lies-exposed/



False Images of Men in the Media

 There is a difference between reality and images you see in the media.

Image sources: http://pixgood.com/photoshopped-male-celebrities.html     http://blog.countryhabit.com/celebrity-men-photoshop/



Sexualisation in Advertising

Image sources: 
https://ca.shine.yahoo.com/blogs/shine-on/dolce---gabbana-are-no-strangers-to-controversy-164534178.html  
http://www.torontosun.com/2012/12/12/clothing-company-in-hot-water-with-uk-advertising-regulator
https://chocolateclass.wordpress.com/2014/04/12/race-gender-and-sexualization-in-chocolate-advertising/



Consent

 Sexual activity should NEVER occur 
without CONSENT of all persons 
involved.

 The Church (and likely your parents, 
guardians and teachers) want you to 
wait until you are married before 
having sex.

 Married or not, CONSENT is ALWAYS 
required for healthy sexual activities.

Image source: https://rewritingtherules.wordpress.com/2014/10/10/consensual-relationships-revisited/



What is and what is not consent?

In the words of Campaign4Consent 
(http://campaign4consent.co.uk):

 “If someone wants to engage in sexual intercourse, 
they will give their consent – in other words, they will 
agree, so there is no confusion.”

 “If someone is crying, admits to feeling pressured, says 
no or is unable to give consent (underage, incoherently 
drunk, etc.), they have not given consent, and should 
not be persuaded or forced to do anything.”

Image source: http://www.savedmonton.com/our-campaigns.html



St. Lucia Laws

 Age of consent is 16.
 It is a crime to have sex with someone under age 16. It is RAPE!

 Section 123, Criminal Code. Rape.
 anyone who has sexual intercourse with another person without their consent, or with 

consent if this was obtained through force, threats, impersonation, false or fraudulent 
representation as to the nature of the act, the administration of drugs, or intimidation, is 
liable to imprisonment for life.

 Section 124, Criminal Code. Unlawful Sexual Connection.
 anyone who has a sexual connection with another person without their consent, or with 

consent if this was obtained from a minor under the age of sixteen, extorted by force, 
threats, impersonation, or false or fraudulent representation as to the nature of the act, 
or by the administration of drugs is guilty of a crime.

Source: http://www.fosigrid.org/caribbean/st-lucia-profile



People are than their bodies

Everyone is much more than the way they look:

 They are someone’s child;

 They are someone’s sibling;

 They might be a father or a mother;

 They have people that love them;

 They might be students, teachers, nurses, doctors, lawyers, childcare workers, 
business owners, social workers, artists, husbands, wives, farmers;

 They have feelings – they laugh, they hurt, they think, and they bleed.

Image source: http://www.healthpolicyproject.com/index.cfm?id=country-CaribbeanRegion



Resources

 Department of Human Services
 phone: (758) 468-5361
 email: humanservices@yahoo.com

 talk to your school counsellor or police officer

 Saint Lucia Crisis Centre
 E-mail: stluciacrisis@gmail.com
 24- hour hotline: (758) 453-6848

 Don’t be that guy
 http://www.savedmonton.com/

 Campaign4Consent
 http://www.campaign4consent.co.uk/

 What is consent?
 http://www.loveisrespect.org/healthy-relationships/what-consent/

mailto:humanservices@yahoo.com
mailto:stluciacrisis@gmail.com
http://www.savedmonton.com/
http://www.campaign4consent.co.uk/
http://www.loveisrespect.org/healthy-relationships/what-consent/


ART

Let’s do some art!

 Painting

 Drawing

 Poetry

 Spoken Word

 Sculpting

 Storytelling

 Rap

 Paper-folding

 Playwriting
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