
Policy Brief on Bill 1, An Act to Renew Democracy in Alberta 

Issue: 

The Alberta NDP introduced Bill 1 to shift the balance of power to individual Albertans from 
corporations and unions. This bill bans corporate and union donations to political parties. 

Background: 

Corporations and unions are able to amass power by donating to political parties.  By banning 
political donations from corporations and unions, Bill 1 puts the power back into the hands of 
individual Albertans. Bill 1 would, as presented by the NDP, continue to permit loan payments 
from corporations and unions and will maintain the donation limit of $15,000 per year per 
Albertan. 

The Alberta Party proposes an amendment to limit donations to a maximum of $5,000 per year 
per Albertan. The Wildrose Party proposes an amendment to ban loan guarantees and payments 
from corporations and unions. The Wildrose Party would also like to ban corporations and 
unions from donating the paid time of their employees to political parties. 

Suggested Key Messages: 

• When discussing the benefits of Bill 1: 
o Bill 1 goes a long way towards restoring democracy in Alberta. 
o Bill 1 shifts the balance of power from corporations and unions to individual 

Albertans. 
o Laws already exist banning corporate and union donations to Canadian federal 

parties and to provincial parties in Manitoba, Nova Scotia, and Québec. 
• When discussing the shortcomings of Bill 1: 

o The donation limit of $15,000 per year per person continues to place influence in 
the hands of wealthy Albertans. 

o Permitting corporations and unions to make loan guarantees and loan payments 
on behalf of political parties works against the spirit of Bill 1. 

• When discussing proposed amendments to Bill 1: 
o The Alberta Party amendment to reduce the donation limit to $5,000 would 

further restore democracy by limiting the financial influence of the few Albertans 
who can afford donations approaching $15,000 per year.  

o The Wildrose Party amendment to ban loan guarantees and loan payments on 
behalf of political parties would close loopholes that permit influence on the 
political process. 

o The Wildrose Party amendment to ban donations of the paid time of employees of 
corporations and unions is an overreach that could place a chill on how individual 
Albertans choose to support the democratic process.  

 


